DEVELOPING BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP
7.  “The Acts of the Apostles”
Biblical Eldership: by: Alexander Strauch 


Study: Ch. 7, pgs 121-159
Introduction





The study we are undertaking together is about church eldership.  What does it mean to fulfill the role and calling of being an elder in Rancho Community Church?  This monthly study is about those who keep watch over the souls of the Lord’s people (Acts 20:28), and who are not to “Lord” over others.  (Matt. 20:25-38), but to care for; guide and shepherd the flock of God. (I Peter 5:2)

In the first two sections of our book, Biblical Eldership, we first examined what does Biblical Eldership mean?  Chapters 1to 5 presented five major features of Biblical eldership:  It’s pastoral, shared, male, qualified and servant.  The author challenged us to reexamine the moral, spiritual and Biblical qualifications outlined in the New Testament for church shepherd.

 The in part two, the author gave his defense of the doctrine of eldership, better known as the plurality of elders.  The view (with which I disagreed) maintains that the elder structure of government is clearly taught in scripture for all time.  This structure does not allow for a lead pastor role.  The author makes some excellent points that are worthy of consideration and gives ample warning against “one-man” oversight.
Our contention at RCC is that elder led authority is biblically taught in scripture,, but that ruling elders serve hand in hand with a leader gifted elder who is called by God to exercise his gifts by giving vision and leadership to the local church.  The example of plurality of elders does not negate the call of God for pastor—to teacher roles.  What it calls for is that men of God will submit themselves to one another under the authority of Jesus Christ.

In this month’s lesson we enter section three which provides fresh, in-depth exposition of all the Biblical texts on church leadership.  We begin with the book of Acts which records the history of the early church, how it unfolded and moved from a Jewish Jerusalem centered movement to a Gentile focused entity.  Throughout this exciting book we read significant texts on establishing churches with elders, as well as, the function and work of elders.
1 On pages 121-124, what important illustrations does the author point to that shows the influence of Israel’s (Old Testament) concepts of elder government in the early Christian church?
· How do you respond to the author’s rejection of the presiding official in the synagogue as “the ruler of the synagogue”, as having influence on the early Christian church (p.121, yet concluding on pg 124,) “in adopting this form of government, we can be certain that the Apostle’s choice was no arbitrary decision”?
2 What three functions of the Jewish Christian elders does Luke reveal in Acts?           Pg. 124-132              
· Acts 11:29-30

· Acts 15:1-6; 22-28. (What role did James play?)

· Acts 21:18-25 (What do you learn about the role that elders played here?

3 As Paul and Barnabas began to establish Gentile churches what did they proceed to do in every church? Acts 14:23          
· Why do you suppose Paul saw this as strategically important?                

4   In Acts 14:19-23 Luke speaks about the appointing of elders in these Gentile churches, but also uses the word “Commissioned or commended” them.  On page 139, the author addresses possible meanings. Would it not seem probable that the “commending or commissioning” of something valuable would include: 1) the spiritual gift God had give them (I Tim. 4:14), 2) the pure message of the Gospel entrusted to them (I Tim. 2:1-2), as well as, 3) their new converts?
· What do you conclude is the author’s aversion to an elder being chosen by “popular vote” and the idea of “ordination”? Pg. 136                                          
4 Another significant passage in Acts that describes the role and function of elders is found in Acts 20:17-35.
· Where must the function of a true elder begin? (20:28) what do you suppose that means? (Heb. 12:1-3; II Peter 3:17)
· What is the next function? (20:28)  What does it mean to be a “guardian”? (Prov. 27:23)
· What is the underlying doctrinal basis for elders to guard the flock?      
 Pg. 147-150

· Paul goes on to explain his chief fear for the Ephesian church in Acts 20:29-31.  What is his fear and what is his solution?  Pg. 151-153

5 What fundamental principle do elders need to learn and relearn throughout life?  
Pg. 153-154

REFLECTION            
From this study what new principle have you discovered?  What new challenge has it presented to you? What weak area do you need to work on?                                              
